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About Hel loAbout Hel lo !!
For those who seek a new home, those who help them find one, and those who welcome them to it.

Grades 1-3 CCSS Al ignmentGrades 1-3 CCSS Al ignment

Grade 1Grade 1

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central 
message or lesson.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the 
senses.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.

Grade 2Grade 2

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.2 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine 
their central message, lesson, or moral.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.5 Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning 
introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7 Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

Grade 3Grade 3

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 
determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain 
how their actions contribute to the sequence of events

About the I l lustratorAbout the I l lustrator
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popcorn and play the piano.

About the AuthorAbout the Author

Gina Lewis learned many of these 
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inspired her to tell them. She is an 
English as a New Language teacher 
in the United States. She loves 
hiking and building forts with her 
husband and their two sons.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6-Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 
characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by 
the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting)

Next Generat ion Standard Al ignment: Next Generat ion Standard Al ignment: 

Grade 1Grade 1

1R2: Identify a main topic or central idea in a text and retell important details. (RI&RL) 

1R3: Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, or pieces of information in a text. (RI&RL)

1R4: Identify specific words that express feelings and senses. (RI&RL)

1R6: Describe how illustrations and details support the point of view or purpose of the text. (RI&RL)

Grade 2Grade 2

2R2: Identify a main topic or central idea and retell key details in a text; summarize portions of a text. (RI&RL) 
2R3: In literary texts, describe how characters respond to major events and challenges. (RL) In informational 
texts, describe the connections between ideas, concepts, or a series of events. (RI) 

2R4: Explain how words and phrases in a text suggest feelings and appeal to the senses. (RI&RL) 

2R5: Describe the overall structure of a text, including describing how the beginning introduces the text and the 
ending concludes the text. (RI&RL)

2R7: Demonstrate understanding of story elements and/or topics by applying information gained from 
illustrations or text features. (RI&RL)

Grade 3Grade 3

3R2: Determine a theme or central idea and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize portions of a 
text. (RI&RL) 

3R3: In literary texts, describe character traits, motivations, or feelings, drawing on specific details from the text. 
(RL)

3R6: Discuss how the reader’s point of view or perspective may di� er from that of the author, narrator or 
characters in a text. (RI&RL)

3R7: Explain how specific illustrations or text features contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a text 
(e.g., create mood, emphasize character or setting, or determine where, when, why, and how key events occur). 
(RI&RL)
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Before ReadingBefore Reading

Discussion:Discussion:

• • What is a refugee? What might cause someone to become a refugee?
• • Have you ever had to move to a new place? How did you feel? What kinds of challenges did you face? Did 

anyone help you, or make you feel welcome? 
• • Have you ever met someone who didn’t speak your language?  Have you ever traveled to a place where 

people speak a di� erent language? How did you communicate?  What di� iculties did you have?

Story walk :Story walk :

• • What do you notice about the two covers? 
• • What do you notice when you look through the pages? (i.e., facial expressions, clothing, food, setting, 

mood, colors, etc.)
• • Which side of the book feels more familiar to you?  Why?

While ReadingWhi le Reading

• • Discuss story elements using text and images from the story.
• • Describe the characters, settings and events using text and images from the stories. 
• • How do the characters, settings, and events change from the beginning to the end of the stories?
• • What details do you find in the text and illustrations that show the characters’ emotions? 

After Reading After Reading 

• • What do you think is the lesson or moral of this story? Use evidence from the text to support oral or written 
responses. 

• • Compare page 6 to page 51. What did you notice about the events in both stories? How are they the same? 
How are they di� erent? (The stories mirror each other in context, but one is from the perspective of a 
refugee, and one is from the perspective of a local student.) 

• • Why did the illustrator use di� erent styles of drawings throughout the book? (Notice the drawing on 
page 51. It looks like it was drawn by a child, in a way that they might imagine an event they hadn’t lived 
through.) 

• • Pages 7 and 50 both refer to walls. The centerfold refers to a bridge. Discuss the significance of walls and 
bridges. Are they literal? Figurative? Both? On page 50, what could the literal walls represent? (A refugee camp)
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• • Discuss the use of the word “they” on pages 7 and 50. Who could “they” refer to? (the oppressing force, 
such as the government or an invading army, or any powerful adult that the child cannot identify) It is a 
word a child, especially a new speaker of English, might use when they don’t have the proper vocabulary.

• • Compare the use of the verb “Come” vs. “Came.” (You come from far away refers to a person’s identity, as 
in “I come from Poland.” You came from far away refers to the event when they traveled from one place to 
another, as in “I came from Poland in 2016.”)

• • Discuss what it was like reading the second story from right to le� . English is read from le�  to right. Did this 
feel strange to you? Did you get used to it? Do you know of any other languages (Arabic and Hebrew) that 
read from right to le� ? (Manga is also read in a similar way). Explore the ways that people read around the 
world.

Extension act iv it ies - Cross curr icu larExtension act iv it ies - Cross curr icu lar

Literature circ lesLiterature circ les

• • What would you miss most about where you live if you had to move to another country?
• • What would be di� icult about moving to a new country and starting a new school? 
• • What are some things we can do to make new students feel welcome?

ArtArt

• • Create flags or traditional art from di� erent 
countries.

• • Print black line drawing of world map for 
students to color and label (see attached 
activity)

• • “How to draw Habiba” - drawing activity 
for the Children’s Book Council (see 
attached activity & video)

Socia l StudiesSocia l Studies

• • Research countries that have recently experienced 
political and social unrest. Some examples are Thailand, Nepal, 
Ukraine, El Salvador, Burma and Somalia. Students may discuss or write about the 
reasons people have sought refuge from these countries.

ELAELA

• • Write a story about the life of one of the refugee characters. Where did they come from? Why did they 
leave? Use the pictures and text from “Hello!” to guide your story.
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Key VocabularyKey Vocabulary

Assimi lat ion and Acculturat ionAssimi lat ion and Acculturat ion  - In assimilation, the minority culture is fully absorbed into the majority 
culture. Acculturation occurs when the minority culture changes but is still able to retain unique cultural markers 
of language, food and customs. Acculturation is also a two way process as both cultures are changed. (Source: 
Study.com)

Cultura l DiversityCultura l Diversity  - A system that recognizes and respects the existence and presence of diverse groups of 
people within a society. (Source: https://diversity.social/cultural-diversity/)

HijabHijab  - A type of head covering that some Muslim girls and women wear in public. 

RefugeeRefugee  - A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war or 
violence (Source: https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/)

Refugee CampRefugee Camp - Refugee camps are temporary facilities built to provide immediate protection and 
assistance to people who have been forced to flee due to conflict, violence or persecution (Source: https://www.
unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/)

Facts about refugeesFacts about refugees

(Source:The UN Refugee Agency - https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/)

• • A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war or 
violence.

• • A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion 
or membership in a particular social group. Most likely, they cannot return home or are afraid to do so. 

• • War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading causes of refugees fleeing their countries.
• • 68% of those displaced across borders come from just five countries:  Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan, South 

Sudan and Myanmar.
• • By the end of 2019, 79.5 million individuals were forcibly displaced worldwide as a result of persecution, 

conflict, violence or human rights violations. That is nearly equivalent to the population of Germany. 

Activ it iesActiv it ies

• • Line drawing of world map to color and discuss
• • How to Draw Habiba - drawing activity (used by the Children’s Book Council during Children’s Book Week 

2021)
 ºº PDF 

 ºº Video 
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